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RATE OPTIMIZED POWER CONSUMPTION
IN MICRO WAVE RADIO LINKS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a 35 U.S.C. §371 National Phase Entry
Application from PCT/EP2010/070869, filed Dec. 29, 2010,
and designating the United States.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments herein relate generally to a near end radio
link node, a method in the near end radio link node and aradio
link system. More particularly the embodiments herein relate
to controlling power consumption in a radio link system.

BACKGROUND

A microwave radio link or a radio link system is a commu-
nications system that uses a beam of radio waves to transmit
signals or data between two locations. The locations may be
of various distances apart. A simplified two-way radio link
system 100 is illustrated in FIG. 1. The radio link system 100
comprises two radio link terminals/nodes 101 between which
there is a data transfer system, for example a radio link/
channel 102. The radio link 102 may comprise one or more
carriers. Using the radio link node 101 shown at the left side
of FIG. 1 as a reference point, the left radio link node 101 may
be referred to as near end radio link node 1017, and the right
radio link node 101 may be referred to as the far end radio link
node 101f. The radio link system 100 comprises four main
elements: two transmitters 103, two receivers 105, transmis-
sion lines 107, aradio link/channel 102 and antennas 110. The
antennas 110 may be mounted on for example a base station
tower. The transmitter 103 generates a microwave signal and
modulates it with an input signal so that it conveys meaning-
ful information to be communicated. Each radio link node
101 comprises a respective transmitter 103, a near end trans-
mitter 1037 and a far end transmitter 103f. The transmission
line 107 carries the signal from the transmitter 103 to the
antenna 110 and, at the receiving end of the link, from the
antenna 110 to the receiver 105. The antennas 110 emit the
microwave signal from the transmission line 107 onto the
radio link 102. At the receiver site, an antenna 110 pointed
toward the transmitting station collects the signal energy and
feeds it into the transmission line 107 or processing by the
receiver 105. The receiver 105 extracts the microwave signal
and demodulates it into its original form. Each radio link node
101 comprises a respective receiver 105, a near end receiver
1057 and a far end receiver 105/

In some embodiments, the transmitter 103 and the receiver
105 may be incorporated into one unit, such as a transceiver.
Inyet other embodiments, the transmitter 103 and the receiver
105 may also be incorporated with the antenna 110 and trans-
mission line 107 into one unit.

A radio link system 100 may operates on the duplex prin-
ciple, which means that the system 100 comprises to con-
nected radio link terminals 101 that may communicate with
one another in both directions, they use two separate frequen-
cies for transmitting and receiving data. Thus, in a duplex
system 100, radio link terminal 1, e.g. the near end radio link
terminal 1017, would send information to radio link terminal
2, e.g. the far end radio link terminal 101/, on frequency F1
while radio link terminal 2 would send information to radio
link terminal 1 on frequency F2.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

Radio link systems 100 used in telecom transmission sys-
tems have traditionally been used as wire replacement for
voice circuit connections, thus operating at a fixed rate and
generally with a very high requirement on availability at the
rate the radio link system 100 is dimensioned for. Up until
recently, voice traffic has dominated the transmission net-
works but over the last few years there has been an enormous
growth of packet data traffic in communication networks.
Microwave radio links systems 100 have taken on the chal-
lenge to meet the increasing demands for data traffic by
several means.

At first, methods to map data traffic on circuit connections
were developed, known as Ethernet over Time Division Mul-
tiplexing (EoTDM). This provides interfaces for data traffic,
e.g. Ethernet interfaces. The radio link systems 100 still work
at fixed rates and with quite poor utilization of the radio
channel. This is mainly due to the overhead necessary for
bonding and hierarchical multiplexing of individual tributar-
ies. The granularity provided by hierarchical multiplexing is
yet a problem.

The next step was the development of optimized transport
schemes where circuit connection may coexist with native
packet data transport. These systems are known as hybrid
systems. The main characteristics of these systems are that
multiplexing is no longer hierarchical and that bandwidth
may be allocated arbitrary for packet data. This takes away
many of the problems with granularity and bonding overhead.
The possibility to allocate bandwidth arbitrary also makes it
easier to utilize the radio spectrum provided. Arbitrary band-
width allocation also provides the possibility to reallocate
bandwidth from circuit connections to packet data as
demands change. Together with Ethernet switching functions
and Quality of Service (QoS) prioritization functions, it also
enables the possibility of Adaptive Modulation and Adaptive
Coding (ACM) in order to improve spectrum utilization.
ACM is a method for automatically adapting a bit-rate to
current channel conditions by altering the code rate and/or
modulation scheme. The basic concept of these methods is
that the radio link system 100 is dimensioned for high avail-
ability at a committed rate consisting of circuit connections
and/or a portion of the packet data traffic. When external
conditions permit, e.g. defined by the receiver bit error rate or
Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR) in the receiver 105, throughput
may be increased by reducing the overhead for error correc-
tion coding and/or using a higher order modulation scheme.

With Long Term Evolution (LTE) emerging as the new
mobile system generation, the need for circuit connected
transmission will decrease. The most recent radio link sys-
tems 100 are designed for pure packet transport. Support for
circuit connection is still provided in many cases for these
radio link systems 100 but now as circuit emulated connec-
tions in the Ethernet packet network. With the transition to
packet, the networks also get denser and the throughput and
functionality increases.

In order to support higher modulation schemes and higher
output power, the transmitters 103 and power amplifiers used
in radio link systems 100 have also been developed to better
efficiency.

Adaptive Transmitter Power Control (ATPC) is a method
for controlling transmitters’ output power using the far end
receiver as detector. ATPC t is used for transmit power man-
agement both for pure packet, hybrid and pure circuit con-
nection radio link systems 100. Recent development includ-
ing predistortion for radio amplifiers has not only lead to
reduced output power, but also to lower power consumption
due to ATPC since the radios may operate in to class AB with
still excellent linearity at system level. Radio amplifiers may
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be classified using the classes A, B, AB, C, D and E. The
classes are based upon the conduction angle or angle of flow
of the input signal through the (or each) output amplifying
device, that is, the portion of the input signal cycle during
which the amplifying device conducts.

Adaptive modulation makes sure that throughput for the
available radio link 102 is maximized at every time. Still, in
typical mobile packet networks the amount of data actually
transported normally varies by a factor of ten between night
and day. There is also a big variation in traffic between week-
days and weekends.

This means that if conditions are good at night when only
a small amount of packet data traffic is transported in the
network, the radio link system 100 will adapt to a high rate.
I.e. most of the time only idle traffic will be transported.

In a modern radio link system 100, the power dissipated is
partly proportional to the rate and partly proportional to the
output power. For a constant SNR in the receiver 105, the
required output power has in its turn an exponential relation to
the rate. In addition to this there is also a static power dissi-
pation. Equation 1 below shows an expression for this. P, is
the static power dissipation, a, and a, some proportional con-
stants and B the exponential base for how power dissipationin
the power amplifier (PA) scales with the rate.

Pp=Py+a,r+a,B" (Equation 1)

In a typical radio link system 100 the proportional part
scales by 10% and the exponential by 50% of the maximum
power dissipation between the highest and lowest rates. If the
rate r is expressed in bits/symbol, the B parameter may
assume values between 1 and 2. B=1 corresponds to an ampli-
fier having its power consumption constant with output
power. B=2 corresponds to a hypothetical amplifier with con-
stant efficiency with regard to output power. Real life Radio
Frequency (RF) amplifiers using linearization techniques
operate somewhere between class A and B, ak.a. class AB
and are located somewhere in between those extremes. But
even with B=1.1, i.e. reducing the Power Amplifier (PA)
output power by half will reduce the power consumption by
10%, there will be a significant scaling with rate in the PA
power consumption.

In multiple carrier systems this is even more conspicuous;
some of the carriers may at times transport idle traffic only.
Regard e.g. a dual carrier system with adaptive modulation
from 2-10 bits/symbol. If this system is running at its highest
rate when the actual throughput is 10%, corresponding to one
carrier running at its lowest rate, it consumes up to 85% of its
power transporting idle patterns.

Power consumption is an important contributor to the cost
of ownership for the transmission systems. When the net-
works grow denser, power consumption will become even
more important. And it is not only the OPerating EXpendi-
tures (OPEX) for electrical energy but also CApital EXpen-
ditures (CAPEX) related to dimensioning of the power dis-
tribution and generation, e.g. cabling, solar cells, batteries,
generators etc., that is affected. OPEX is the ongoing cost for
running a system, and CAPEX is the cost of developing or
providing non-consumable parts for the system.

From the example above, where 85% of the power was
used to run idle traffic and with the knowledge that traffic
during night, i.e. 3 of the time, is 10% of the traffic at day, the
conclusion is that up to 30% of'the power consumed in current
packet radio link systems 100 is misused.

The above discussion focuses on reducing the amplifier
output power in order to reduce power consumption, requir-
ing a particular design and characteristics of the amplifier.
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SUMMARY

The objective of embodiments herein is therefore to obvi-
ate at least one of the above disadvantages and to provide
improved power consumption and throughput in micro wave
radio link systems.

According to a first aspect, the objective is achieved by a
method in a near end radio link node for controlling power
consumption in a radio link system. The near end radio link
node is connected to a far end radio link node via a radio link.
The near end radio link node obtains a granted rate of traffic
on the radio link between the near end radio link node and the
far end radio link node. The near end radio link node obtains
a demanded rate of the traffic on the radio link between the
near end radio link node and the far end radio link node. The
near end radio link controls power consumption for the radio
link system based on the granted rate and the demanded rate.

According to a second aspect, the objective is achieved by
anear end radio link node for controlling power consumption
in a radio link system. The near end radio link node is con-
nected to a far end radio link node via a radio link. The near
end radio link node comprises an obtaining unit configured to
obtain a granted rate of traffic on the radio link between the
near end radio link node and the far end radio link node. The
obtaining unit is further configured to obtain a demanded rate
of'the traffic on the radio link between the near end radio link
node and the far end radio link node. The near end radio link
node comprises a controlling unit configured to control power
consumption for the radio link system based on the granted
rate and the demanded rate.

Since the Signal-to-Noise Ratio is traded for total power
dissipation, improved power consumption and throughput is
improved in micro wave radio link systems.

Embodiments herein afford many advantages, for which a
non-exhaustive list of examples follows:

Embodiments herein provide the advantage of reducing
output power in addition to power consumption in a radio link
system. The embodiments meet the increasing demands for
data traffic by several means. Further benefits are that both the
investment cost and the cost of ownership for a radio link
system is reduced with reduced power consumption. Also the
time between failures will decrease when power consumption
and thus operating temperatures decreases. Further, Radio
Frequency Electro Magnetic Interference phenomena expe-
rienced by other devices will be reduced together with aver-
age output power.

The embodiments herein are not limited to the features and
advantages mentioned above. A person skilled in the art will
recognize additional features and advantages upon reading
the following detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The embodiments herein will now be further described in
more detail in the following detailed description by reference
to the appended drawings illustrating the embodiments and in
which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating embodi-
ments of a radio link system.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating embodi-
ments of a one carrier radio link system.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating embodiments of an ACM
processing block.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating power consumption.

FIGS. 54 and b are block diagrams illustrating embodi-
ments of a multiple carrier radio link system.
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FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating embodiments for conditions
for turning on and off carriers due to change in the demanded
rate.

FIG.7is adiagram illustrating embodiments for conditions
for turning on and off carriers due to change in the available
rate.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart depicting embodiments of a method in
a near end radio link node.

FIG. 9 is a schematic block diagram illustrating embodi-
ments of a near end radio link node.

The drawings are not necessarily to scale and the dimen-
sions of certain features may have been exaggerated for the
sake of clarity, emphasize is instead being placed upon illus-
trating the principle of the embodiments herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments herein relate to a point to point duplex
radio link system based on Time Division (TD), Frequency
Division (FD) or Code Division (CD).

FIG. 2 shows, as an example, a one carrier duplex radio link
system 200. Duplex may be implemented by separation in
frequency (FD), time (TD) or code (CD). The radio link
system 200 comprises a near end radio link node 201% and a
far end radio link node 201f connected via a data transfer
system, such as e.g. a carrier duplex radio link/channel 202.
The near end radio link node 201z comprises a near end
transmitter 203» and a near end receiver 205x. The far end
radio link node 201f comprises a far end transmitter 203f'and
a far end receiver 205f. An information signal is provided to a
traffic interface 207 of for example the near end receiver 205~
and is moved with the help of the radio link 202 to the far end
receiver 2057 of the far end radio link node 201/

A radio link system 200 may be symmetric, and the terms
near and far is used for selecting a reference point for describ-
ing the system 200.

Each radio link node 201, e.g. the near end radio link node
2017 and far end radio link node 201/ supports the following
functions:

Measure the momentary SNR of the receiver 205 with an
integration period that is relevant to the dynamic char-
acteristics of the radio channel 209, e.g. fading velocity
etc.

Automatically adapt to the modulation scheme and/or cod-
ing rate, e.g. PHYsical mode (PHY), currently used by
the far end transmitter 203/

Especially for multiple carrier systems: Individually turn
off and turn on transmitters 203 and receivers 205.

Measure, i.e. estimate or be aware of, the momentary
demand of capacity from the traffic interfaces 207 with
an integration period that is relevant to the dynamic
characteristics of the traffic interfaces 207, ie. a
demanded traffic rate.

Control the output power, or any other parameter required
to implement the function, for each carrier individually.

Control the modulation scheme and/or coding rate, i.e.
PHY, of the transmitters 203.

Provide a backchannel over the hop for each carrier carry-
ing measured SNR and the status of each transmitter 203
whether they are on or off.

The references to transmitters 203 and receivers 205 above,

refers to transmitters and receivers in general, assuming a
symmetric radio link system.
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6

The rate is equivalent to the speed of the data signals,
measured in bits per second.

SNR is the signal to nose ratio for a received signal.

The PHYsical mode (PHY) mentioned above refers to a
specific combination of Coding and Modulation in an ACM
system.

Each radio link node 201 implements a control function
according to the following
1. Using the far end receiver SNR, from the backchannel, the

current modulation scheme used by the near end transmit-

ter 2037, current output power, or other parameter and the
locally measured demanded traffic rate.

If a demanded traffic rate is higher than supported by the
current PHY; Increase output power, or control other
parameter, until the far end SNR allows switching to a
high enough PHY. If that is not possible, increase output
power, or control other parameter, to the maximum
allowed. Then switch to the highest PHY allowed by
SNR.

If the demanded traffic rate is lower than supported by the
current PHY; switch to the lowest PHY allowed by the
demanded traffic rate. Then decrease output power, or
control other parameter, until the far end SNR matches
the current PHY.

Ifthe far end SNR is too low for the current PHY; increase
output power, or control other parameter, until the SNR
is good enough. If required SNR may not be fulfilled
with maximum power, or limit reached on other param-
eter; switch to a lower PHY where SNR is sufficient.

If the far end SNR is higher then required for the current
PHY; decrease output power, or control other parameter,
until SNR is good enough.

2. In the case of multiple carrier systems, use a locally/near
end measured demanded traffic rate and the far end trans-
mitter 203/ 'status according to the following:

Completely turn off the near end transmitter 203% for a
carrier if the demanded traffic rate allows that.

Turn on the near end transmitter 2037 for a carrier if the
demanded traffic rate requests that.

Completely turn off the near end receiver 205 for a carrier
if the back channel indicates that the corresponding far
end transmitter 2037 'has been turned off.

Turn on the near end receiver 205 for a carrier if the back
channel indicates that the corresponding far end trans-
mitter 203/ has been turned on.

This will result in a radio link system 200 that optimizes

power and throughput in the following ways:

1. Maintain specified Bit Error Rate (BER) in the receiver
205.

2. Provide sufficient throughput for the current traffic rate
demand.

3. Minimize power consumption.

The Bit Error Rate is the expected or measured rate at
which bits are misinterpreted over a communication link.
BER is defined as the quotient of bits received in error over all
received bits.

The embodiments herein trade SNR for total power dissi-
pation, which may be implemented in a transmitter, such as
for example an amplifier. However other possible alternatives
for other parameters comprise, but are not limited to, e.g.:

Local oscillators, reduced power—increased phase noise.

Low-noise amplifier (LNA), reduced
power—deterioration of noise figure and linearity.

The embodiments herein also cover these alternatives.

Rate Adaptation
Returning to FIG. 2. Each radio link node 201 comprises a

traffic processing block 210. The variable rate user traffic is
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connected to the radio link system 200 through the traffic
interface 207. The traffic processing block 210 implements a
rate adaptation function and a rate estimation function.

When the rate on the traffic interface 207 is lower than the
rate provided over the radio link 202, idle fill data is inserted
in the transmit direction and removed in the receive direction
by the rate adaptation function.

If the rate on the traffic exceeds that provided by the radio
link 202, different embodiments may be used depending on
the protocol layer that the traffic processing block 210 oper-
ates on.

When traffic processing 210 is aware of traffic types, e.g.
Class of Service (CoS), and comprises a set of rules for
prioritization between traffic types, a QoS function may
implement the rate adaptation. I.e. when buffering resources
in the traffic processing block 210 gets exhausted, lower
priority traffic is thrown away. CoS is a method for labeling
different types of traffic entering a transmission system for
prioritization.

If traffic processing 210 is unaware of traffic content, a
downstream flow control may implement the rate adaptation.
When buffering resources start to get exhausted, traffic pro-
cessing requests the sending entity to operate at a lower speed.
E.g. in an Ethernet system this may be done by sending
PAUSE requests. The sending unit may be any device provid-
ing data to the traffic interface 207, e.g. an Ethernet switch or
a router.

Rate Estimation

The purpose of a rate estimation function is to calculate a
demanded rate (R ;) to an ACM processing block 213. This is
done with the following parameters as input:

Granted rate (Ry), this is the rate the radio link 202 is
currently running at. R ; is provided by the ACM processing
block 213.

Idle rate (R,), this is the rate at which the rate adaptation
function inserts idle data into the data stream. As mentioned
above, the rate adaptation function is implemented in the
traffic processing block 210.

Rejection rate (Ry), this is the rate of rejected data. When
the rate adaptation function implements a QoS function the
rejection rate may be calculated. The rejected data may be the
data actually thrown away, e.g. through Class of Service
prioritization, or the data that may have been received on the
traffic interface 207 during the time it has been blocked by
Flow Control/Back Pressure. When a flow control scheme is
used, the rejection rate may be calculated as R,=(r,*R5)/(1-
rp) where r is the pause ratio on the traffic interface 207. If
e.g. rpis 90%, Ry will be Rz=(0.9*R;)/(1-0.9)=9*R .

From the above the demanded rate may be calculated as

Rp=Rs+Rp-R,

ACM Processing Block

The ACM processing block 213 mentioned above may
perform several tasks. The flow chart in FIG. 3 shows the
details of the function performed by the ACM processing
block 213. In the figure “output power” implicitly refers to
any other parameter used to implement the function.

It maintains specified BER in the far end receiver 205/ by
monitoring the far end SNR and adjusts the output
power, or other parameter, up or down accordingly for
the current PHY.

It steps downto alower PHY if BER/SNR requirements are
not fulfilled when the maximum output power, or the
limit of other parameter, is reached.

It calculates a R; corresponding to the current PHY.

It calculates a PHY corresponding to the current R . IfR,
is less then R, it steps down to the PHY next higher to

(Equation 2)
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the one corresponding to R, and then reduces the output
power, or controls other parameter, while monitoring the
far end SNR for maintained specified BER.

If R, is higher then R, it increases the output power, or
controls other parameter, while monitoring the far end
SNR to be sufficient for the PHY next higher to R,
When that SNR is reached it steps up to that PHY. If
maximum power, or the limit of other parameter, is
reached before a sufficient SNR can be detected, the
PHY is stepped up to the highest possible for that SNR.

Extension to Multiple Carriers

In a multiple carrier system, both the near end transmitter
2037 and far end receiver 205/ may be shut off if the current
combined capacity of all active carriers not is required. FIG.
4 shows an example of the power consumption as a function
of'throughput rate for a “perfect channel” with B=1, B=2 and
B=1.3. I.e. with maximum output power it is possible to run
the highest PHY. In this example, per carrier with reference to
Equation 1, the static power dissipation P0 is 6 W per carrier,
and the linear part scales from 0.4 W to 2 W per carrier from
the lowest to the highest rate, and an efficiency 0 9.1% in the
amplifier when it is operating at its highest output power of
+30 dBm. The power amplifier (PA) dissipates 11 W at its
maximum output power. Two groups of three curves are
shown. The group on the top shows the situation with two
carriers, rates stretching from 4 to 20 bits/symbol. The group
on the bottom shows 2 to 10 bits/symbol achievable with one
carrier. The top curve in each group shows the situation with
a pure a PA with constant power dissipation, and the bottom
curve with a constant efficiency. The curve in between shows
what is assumed to be a realistic assumption for a PA working
somewhere in class AB.

Thebottom curves in the FIG. 4 example, shows that power
consumption is actually higher for one carrier than two carries
at 10 bits/symbol. With high efficiency PAs and low overall
static power consumption, extra power savings by turning off
one carrier becomes harder earned. Still it is an advantage for
all cases shown in the figure and for pure class A PAs it is more
or less the only option.

Ifit is worthwhile to turn off/on, the carriers may have to be
analyzed on a case to case basis. In the following the addi-
tional functionality necessary to perform the operation is
described.

FIGS. 54 and b show an embodiment of a dual carrier radio
link system 500. FIG. 5a shows the dual carrier system 500
comprising two radio link nodes, i.e. a far end radio link node
501/ and a near end radio link node 501#. FIG. 55 shows an
embodiment of the near end radio link 5017 in a dual carrier
system 500. The far end radio link node 501f'is an invert
equivalent of the near end radio link node 501, and is there-
fore not shown in a separate figure. An expansion to arbitrary
number of carriers is understood by a skilled person, and the
expansion is trivial with respect to the functionality described
here and in the following no limitation on the number of
carriers controlled is made.

Compared to the one carrier duplex radio link system 200
shown in FIG. 2, the additional control functionality of a dual
carrier system 500 comprises:

An on/off control of each transmitter individually, TX

On/Off 515.

An on/off control of each receiver individually, RX On/Off
517.

A function that carries the transmitter status, i.e. on or off,
for every carrier on each carrier’s backchannel, Far End
TX on/off 519. Rationale is that when a carrier is turned
off, this may only be reported to the far end using a still
operating carrier.
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Calculation of available rate R , 520 for each carrier. Avail-
able rate is defined as the rate possible to achieve by the
carrier if SNR is increased by the current PA output
power margin.

A load distribution function 522 utilizing the available rate
calculation.

For the sake of simplicity, elements comprised in the dual
carrier system 500 which are also comprised in the one carrier
duplex radio link system 200 are not described again here
with reference to FIG. 5.

Load Distribution Based on Available Rate

Assuming an existing load distribution function able to
distribute the incoming traffic on N multiple carriers, an addi-
tional function that distributes a change in demanded rate
between the carriers optimally from a power consumption
perspective may be defined.

With R as the sum of the individual R for each carrier,
Equation 2 is still valid in a multi carrier system.

Rp=2, 'R, +Rz-R; (Equation 3)

Rate adaptation is still made at the traffic interface 207 and
the definition of R, and R, remains unchanged.

The optimum way is to distribute the demanded rate
between the carries according the relative available rate
defined as:

Ry (Equation 4)

m

Hrg = 57—
2 (Ra,)
n=0

From this the demanded rate for an individual carrier may
be written:

Rp, =t Rp (Equation 5)

A linear increase in rate means an exponential increase in
power, i.e. a cost function that prefers carriers with high
available rate will minimize power consumption.

Turning Off Carriers

The method described in the previous paragraph will even-
tually bring all carriers to the same rate margin, which also
was the intention and optimum from a power dissipation
standpoint.

The dynamic behavior of the radio channel must be con-
sidered when deriving an optimum criterion for turning off a
carrier. A carrier experiencing fading will “push” traffic to the
other carriers in order to maintain rate margin. This will
increase the output power for the other carriers. If the fading
carrier is turned off also the remaining traffic is pushed to the
other carriers.

It this results in less power dissipation than waiting for the
fading situation to be restored depends on how power dissi-
pation is distributed between static and dynamic contribu-
tions.

The conclusion from this is that the carrier running at the
highest rate should be turned off when there are enough
margins to do that. This condition is formulated in equation 6
below:

(Equation 6)
R+ Rargypy < [Z RAn]; Rg,, = ma
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In other words, when the demanded rate is less then the sum
of all available rates plus some margin except the carrier
running at the highest rate, it is safe to turn off that carrier.

After one carrier has been turned off, e.g. by setting R ,=0,
the procedure may be repeated with the remaining carriers.
Turning on Carriers

When the receiver and transmitter for a carrier are turned
off there is no way to estimate the channel conditions, and
hence R, for the powered down carriers are unknown.

Still it is possible to set up a condition for when a carrier
needs to be turned on; when the demanded rate, plus some
margin, is larger than the sum of available rates for the still
operating carriers.

(Equation 7)

N-1
Rp + Ryarg,,, > [Z RAH]; Vm;
n=0

nEm

Carrier,, € turned_off_carriers

Two embodiments of a method may be considered:

The first embodiment may be to turn on all carriers when
the condition in Equation 7 is fulfilled. If the available rate
after that exceeds what fulfills the condition in Equation 6,
carriers will be turned off again. Doing this will provide a
swift response to changes in the demanded rate.

The second embodiment may be to assume that the turned
off carriers will provide maximum available rate when they
are turned on. In this case an arbitrary carrier may be turned
on. If that is not sufficient, additional carriers are turned on
according to the same rule until the condition in Equation 7 is
false or the maximum number of carriers is reached.

FIG. 6 shows a diagram on the conditions for turning on
and off carriers due to change in the demanded rate. FIG. 7
shows the situation when there is a variation in the available
rate.

The method described above will now be described seen
from the perspective of the near end radio link node 201z,
501%. FIG. 8 is a flowchart describing the present method in
the near end radio link node 2017, 501 for controlling power
consumption in a radio link system 200, 500. The near end
radio link node 2017, 501 is connected to a far end radio link
node 201/, 501f via a radio link 202. The method comprises
the steps to be performed in the near end radio link node 2017,
501n:

Step 801

The near end radio link node 2017, 501z obtains a granted
rate of traffic on the radio link 202 between the near end radio
link node 2017, 501% and the far end radio link node 201/,
5011
Step 802

The near end radio link node 201z, 501z obtains a
demanded rate of the traffic on the radio link 202 between the
near end radio link node 2017, 501% and the far end radio link
node 201/, 501/

Step 8024

In some embodiments, this is a substep of step 802.

The near end radio link node 2017, 5017 may obtain an idle
rate of the traffic on the radio link 202 between the near end
radio link node 2017, 5017 and the far end radio link node
201/, 5011
Step 8025

In some embodiments, this is a substep of step 802, and a
step to be performed after step 802a.
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The near end radio link node 2017, 501z may obtain a
rejection rate of the traffic on the radio link 202 between the
near end radio link node 2017, 5017 and the far end radio link
node 2017, 501f. The demanded rate may be based on the
granted rate, idle rate and rejection rate.

Step 803

In some embodiments, the near end radio link node 201z,
5017~ changes a power state of a near end radio link node
transmitter 2037 for one of at least two radio carriers in the
radio link 202 based on the demanded traffic rate.

Step 804

In some embodiments, the near end radio link node 201z,
5017 identifies a power state of a far end radio link node
transmitter 203/

Step 805

In some embodiments, the near end radio link node 201z,
5017~ changes a power state of a near end radio link node
receiver 2057 for one of at least two radio carriers in the radio
link 202 based on the identified on/off status of the far end
radio link node transmitter 203/

Step 806

In some embodiments, the near end radio link node 201z,
5017 obtains a signal to noise ratio for traffic received at a far
end radio link node receiver 2051
Step 807

In some embodiments, the near end radio link node 201z,
5017 controls a modulation and coding rate of the traffic on
the radio link 202 between the near end radio link node 2011,
5017 and the far end radio link node 201/, 5011

In some embodiments, the controlling modulation and
coding rate is based on at least one of the signal to noise ratio,
granted rate and demanded rate.

Step 808

The near end radio link node 2017, 5017 controls power
consumption for the radio link system 200, 500 based on the
granted rate and the demanded rate.

In some embodiments, the controlling power consumption
is further based on the signal to noise ratio.

To perform the method steps shown in FIG. 8 for control-
ling power consumption in a radio link system 200, 500 the
near end radio link node 201#, 501% comprises a near end
radio link node arrangement as shown in FIG. 9. As men-
tioned above, the near end radio link node 201x, 501% is
connected to a far end radio link node 201, 501f'via a radio
link 202.

The near end radio link node 201x, 5017 comprises an
obtaining unit 901 configured to obtain a granted rate of
traffic on the radio link 202 between the near end radio link
node 2017, 5017 and the far end radio link node 201/, 501f.
The obtaining unit 901 is further configured to obtain a
demanded rate of the traffic on the radio link 202 between the
near end radio link node 2017, 5017 and the far end radio link
node 201/, 501f. In some embodiments, the obtaining unit 901
is further configured to obtain an idle rate of the traffic on the
radio link 202 between the near end radio link node 201z,
5017z and the far end radio link node 201/, 501f. In some
embodiments, the obtaining unit 901 is further configured to
obtain a rejection rate of the traffic on the radio link 202
between the near end radio link node 201z, 501 and the far
end radio link node 201f; 501f. In some embodiments, the
demanded rate is based on the granted rate, idle rate and
rejection rate. In some embodiments, the obtaining unit 901 is
further configured to obtain a signal to noise ratio for traffic
received at a far end radio link node receiver 205f. In some
embodiments, the controlling power consumption is further
based on the signal to noise ratio.
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In some embodiments, the near end radio link node 201z,
5017 comprises a changing unit 903 configured to change a
power state of a near end radio link node transmitter 203% for
one of at least two radio carriers in the radio link 202 based on
the demanded traffic rate. In some embodiments, the chang-
ing unit 903 is further configured to change a power state of a
near end radio link node receiver 205~ for one of at least two
radio carriers in the radio link 202 based on the identified
on/off status of the far end radio link node transmitter 203/

In some embodiments, the near end radio link node 201z,
501 further comprises an identifying unit 904 configured to
identify a power state of a far end radio link node transmitter
2031

The near end radio link node 2017, 5017 further comprises
a controlling unit 908 configured to control power consump-
tion for the radio link system 200, 500 based on the granted
rate and the demanded rate.

In some embodiments, the controlling unit 908 is further
configured to control a modulation and coding rate of the
traffic on the radio link 202 between the near end radio link
node 2017, 5017 and the far end radio link node 201/, 501/ In
some embodiments, the controlling modulation and coding
rate is based on at least one of the signal to noise ratio, granted
rate and demanded rate.

The present mechanism for controlling power consump-
tion in a radio link system 200, 500 may be implemented
through one or more processors, such as a processor 912 in the
near end radio link node 2017, 501~ depicted in FIG. 9,
together with computer program code for performing the
functions of the embodiments herein. The processor may be
for example a Digital Signal Processor (DSP), Application
Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC) processor, Field-program-
mable gate array (FPGA) processor or micro processor. The
program code mentioned above may also be provided as a
computer program product, for instance in the form of a data
carrier carrying computer program code for performing the
present solution when being loaded into the near end radio
link node 201#, 501%. One such carrier may be in the form of
a CDROM disc. It is however feasible with other data carriers
such as a memory stick. The computer program code can
furthermore be provided as pure program code on a server and
downloaded to the near end radio link node 201z, 501
remotely.

The embodiments herein are not limited to the above
described preferred embodiments. Various alternatives,
modifications and equivalents may be used. Therefore, the
above embodiments should not be taken as limiting the scope
of'the embodiments herein, which is defined by the appending
claims.

It should be emphasized that the term “comprises/compris-
ing” when used in this specification is taken to specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps or components, but
does not preclude the presence or addition of one or more
other features, integers, steps, components or groups thereof.
It should also be noted that the words “a” or “an” preceding an
element do not exclude the presence of a plurality of such
elements.

It should also be emphasized that the steps of the methods
defined in the appended claims may, without departing from
the embodiments herein, be performed in another order than
the order in which they appear in the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method in a near end radio link node for controlling
power consumption in a radio link system in which the near
end radio link node is connected to a far end radio link node
via a radio link, the method comprising:
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the near end radio link node obtaining a granted rate of
traffic on the radio link between the near end radio link
node and the far end radio link node;

the near end radio link node obtaining a demanded rate of

the traffic on the radio link between the near end radio
link node and the far end radio link node; and

the near end radio link node controlling power consump-

tion for the radio link system based on the granted rate of

traffic and the demanded rate of traffic, wherein control-

ling the power consumption for the radio link system

comprises:

the near end radio link node determining whether the
demanded rate of traffic is less than the granted rate of
traffic or whether the demanded rate of traffic is more
than the granted rate of traffic;

in response to determining that the demanded rate of
traffic is less than the granted rate of traffic, the near
end radio link node reducing its output power; and

in response to determining that the demanded rate of
traffic is more than the granted rate of traffic, the near
end radio link node increasing its output power.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein obtaining the
demanded rate comprises:

the near end radio link node obtaining an idle rate of the

traffic on the radio link between the near end radio link
node and the far end radio link node; and

the near end radio link node obtaining a rejection rate of the

traffic on the radio link between the near end radio link
node and the far end radio link node;

and wherein the demanded rate is based on the granted rate,

idle rate and rejection rate.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein obtaining the
demanded rate comprises calculating the demanded rate (R )
as R4+Rz-R,, wherein R is the granted rate of traffic, R is
the rejection rate of traffic, and R, is the idle rate of traffic.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

the near end radio link node obtaining a signal to noise ratio

for traffic received at a far end radio link node receiver.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the control-
ling power consumption is further based on the signal to noise
ratio.

6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

the near end radio link node controlling a modulation and

coding rate of the traffic on the radio link between the
near end radio link node and the far end radio link node.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the control-
ling modulation and coding rate is based on at least one of the
signal to noise ratio, granted rate and demanded rate.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprising:

the near end radio link node changing a power state of a

near end radio link node transmitter for one of at least
two radio carriers in the radio link based on the
demanded traffic rate.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises:

the near end radio link node identifying a power state of a

far end radio link node transmitter; and

the near end radio link node changing a power state of a

near end radio link node receiver for one of at least two
radio carriers in the radio link based on an identified
on/off status of the far end radio link node transmitter.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein both the
granted rate of traffic and the demanded rate of traffic indi-
cates a quantity of data per transmitted symbol or per unit of
time.
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11. The method according to claim 1, wherein controlling
the power consumption for the radio link system further com-
prises:

the near end radio link node determining a modulation

scheme or coding rate that corresponds to the demanded
rate of traffic;

inresponse to determining that the demanded rate of traffic

is less than the granted rate of traffic, selecting a modu-
lation scheme or coding rate that is one level higher than
the determined modulation scheme or coding rate for
use in communicating with the far end radio link node.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein controlling
the power consumption for the radio link system comprises:

the near end radio link node determining a current modu-

lation scheme or coding rate it is using to communicate
with the far end radio link node;

in response to determining that the current modulation

scheme or coding rate does not support the demanded
rate of traffic, the near end radio link increasing its
output power;

inresponse to determining that the demanded rate of traffic

is lower than a maximum rate supported by the current
modulation scheme or coding rate, the near end radio
link decreasing its output power.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein increasing
the output power comprises the near end radio link node
increasing the output power to a level that allows the near end
radio link node to switch to a higher-level modulation scheme
or coding rate than the current modulation scheme or coding
rate, and

wherein decreasing the output power comprises the near

end radio link node switching to a lowest-level modula-
tion scheme or coding rate that supports the demanded
rate of traffic and decreasing the output power to a level
that corresponds with the lowest-level modulation
scheme or coding rate.

14. A near end radio link node for controlling power con-
sumption in a radio link system, the near end radio link node
being connected to a far end radio link node via a radio link,
the near end radio link node comprising:

an obtaining unit configured to 1) obtain a granted rate of

traffic on the radio link between the near end radio link
node and the far end radio link node and ii) obtain a
demanded rate of the traffic on the radio link between the
near end radio link node and the far end radio link node;
and

a controlling unit configured to control power consumption

for the radio link system based on the granted rate of

traffic and the demanded rate of traffic, wherein the

controlling unit is configured to control the power con-

sumption for the radio link system by:

determining whether the demanded rate of traffic is less
than the granted rate of traffic or whether the
demanded rate of traffic is more than the granted rate
of traffic;

in response to determining that the demanded rate of
traffic is less than the granted rate of traffic, reducing
the near end radio link node’s output power; and

in response to determining that the demanded rate of
traffic is more than the granted rate of traffic, increas-
ing the near end radio link node’s output power.

15. The near end radio link node according to claim 14,
wherein the obtaining unit is further configured to:

obtain an idle rate of the traffic on the radio link between

the near end radio link node and the far end radio link
node; and
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obtain a rejection rate of the traffic on the radio link
between the near end radio link node and the far end
radio link node;

and wherein the demanded rate is based on the granted rate,

idle rate and rejection rate.

16. The near end radio link node according to claim 14,
wherein the obtaining unit is further configured to obtain a
signal to noise ratio for traffic received at a far end radio link
node receiver.

17. The near end radio link node according to claim 16,
wherein the controlling power consumption is further based
on the signal to noise ratio.

18. The near end radio link node according claim 14,
wherein the controlling unit is further configured to control a
modulation and coding rate of the traffic on the radio link)
between the near end radio link node and the far end radio link
node.

19. The near end radio link node according to claim 18,
wherein the controlling modulation and coding rate is based
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on at least one of the signal to noise ratio, granted rate and
demanded rate.

20. The near end radio link node according to claim 14,

further comprising:

a changing unit configured to change a power state of a near
end radio link node transmitter for one of at least two
radio carriers in the radio link based on the demanded
traffic rate.

21. The near end radio link node according to claim 14,

further comprising:

an identifying unit configured to identify a power state of a
far end radio link node transmitter; and

wherein the changing unit is further configured to change a
power state of a near end radio link node receiver for one
of atleast two radio carriers in the radio link based on an
identified on/off status of the far end radio link node
transmitter.
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